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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. 

Kent Becker and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Comm. Randy Dallke joined the session at 9:12 a.m.  Also present was 

Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were Co. Counselor Brad Jantz, Marcy Hostetler, Yvonne 

Cushenbery, Tom Britain, Henry Ethem, Mary Crabb, Shawn Crabb, Joel Suderman, Lindsey Ransom, Dave Crofoot, Ron 

White, Jonah Gehring, Michelle Butts, Charlie Loewen, Randall Eitzen, Cheryl Marsh, James Loewen, other members of the 

public, and members of the press. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Novak moved to approve the minutes of July 8th as written.  Becker seconded.  Motion carried 2-0. 

 Supplements affecting the 2019 tax roll were reviewed by the Board. 

 Change orders affecting 2018 and prior years’ tax rolls were reviewed and signed by the Board. 

 Early checks were processed:  #48688 to Arlie’s Collision Specialists for 2017 Ford damage repair in the amount of 

$5,809.75 – General fund / Sheriff; #48689 to Cooperative Grain & Supply for transport fuel in the amount of 

$16,387.17 – R&B fund; #48690 to KS Secretary of State for notary fee in the amount of $25.00 – General fund / 

Clerk; #48691 to KS Department of Transportation for Tampa Road revolving loan payment in the amount of 

$223,638.65 – R&B fund. 

 Becker moved to appoint Chasen Gann as Lehigh Township Treasurer.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0. 

 Comm. Dallke joined the session.  Becker moved to approve Pay Estimate #6 to Nelson-Fowles, LLC in the amount 

of $22,787.86 (for Phase one of the Transfer Station).  Novak seconded and motion carried 3-0. 

 Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-10 adopting the Kansas Homeland Security Region G Hazard Mitigation 

Plan.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0. 

 Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-11 approving a conditional use for a wind energy conversion system for 

certain lands located within the unincorporated area of Marion County, Kansas under the authority granted by the 

Marion County Zoning Regulations Articles 12, 24, and 27 (PC 19-01 by and through Expedition Wind, LLC).  

Dallke seconded and motion carried 2-1.  Novak opposed.   

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT:  Admin. Diedre Serene presented a quarterly update to the Board, and reported that free 

Tetanus shots have been given in response to recent flooding. 

 

AMBULANCE:  Dir. Travis Parmley presented statistics for the month of June, 2019.   

 Billing reports were reviewed.   

 Dallke moved to accept quarterly write-offs in the amount of $8,703.54.  Becker seconded and motion carried 3-0. 

 A future station in or around Hillsboro was discussed briefly, with no decision. 

 Session recessed briefly. 

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION, FUTURE WIND DEVELOPMENT:  Planning/Zoning/Environmental Health Dir. 

Sharon Omstead joined the session.  Dallke asked the Board whether they are interested in asking the Planning Commission 

to review the regulations in regard to the County’s stance for future wind development, including seeking public input 

through a survey or election of some sort.  There was no consensus of the Board. 

 

PARK & LAKE:  Supt. Isaac Hett joined the session to answer questions regarding increased ATV and golf cart traffic at 

the County Lake. Individuals are allowing unlicensed drivers (even children) to drive the vehicles and there seems to be a 

lack of enforcement of associated regulations.  Hett indicated that the Sheriff’s Office has increased patrolling on the 

weekends, and many people that Hett speaks with are not aware of the new rules.  Hett was advised to try to increase 

awareness of the rules by posting signs and sending information out to residents in their utility bills. 

 

TRI-COUNTY FAIR FUNDING REQUEST:  Tri-County Fair Board Chr. Tod Hettenbach asked the Board to consider 

providing some funding for the fair.  After discussion, Novak moved to contribute $2,000.00 toward the 2019 Tri-County 

Fair.  Becker seconded and motion carried 3-0.  The funds will be paid from sales tax. 

 

CO. COUNSELOR:  Co. Counselor Brad Jantz joined the session.  Jantz requested an executive session to discuss current 

and pending litigation for 20 minutes.  Becker moved to recess into executive session to discuss current and pending 

litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for attorney / client consultation with Jantz and the Board present for 20 minutes 

(from 10:40 a.m.) until 11:00 a.m. with open session to resume in Commission chambers following the closed session. Dallke 

seconded and motion carried 3-0.   
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CO. COUNSELOR, CONTINUED:  Open session resumed with a motion by Becker that the Co. Counselor take under 

advisement from the Commission to look into direction from other attorneys or firms that are well-versed in wind rules, 

regulations, and legalities.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Tom Britain said it is good that Jesus didn’t live to see the destruction of the Flint Hills and all its 

beauty and wildlife, and it seems to him that we have some uninformed and ignorant thieves that are dictating or destroying 

Marion County. 

 

Shawn Crabb asked Comm. Dallke why he asked for a two-mile setback from the Peabody city limits on July 8th, and why he 

didn’t ask for it sooner.  Dallke indicated that he was waiting to see if it was brought up by anyone else at the Planning 

Commission hearings.  When it wasn’t, he brought it up at the July 8th meeting. 

 

Becker moved to adjourn.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________________ 

       Kent Becker, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk   
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(Resolution 2019-11 continued) 
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(Resolution 2019-11 continued) 
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(Resolution 2019-11 continued) 
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(Resolution 2019-11 continued) 
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Resolution 2019-11 continued) 
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Resolution 2019-11 continued) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


