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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. 

Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Also present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer. 

Present for portions of the meeting were Marcy Hostetler, Co. Counselor Brad Jantz, Henry Ethem, Tom Britain, Shawn 

Crabb, Mary Crabb, Jonah Gehring, Angie Mendoza, Gerado Mendoza, Amy Soyez, Joel Suderman, Michelle Butts, Larry 

Fine, Randall Eitzen, Robert Sellers, Amy Stutzman, Yvonne Cushenbery, Dave Crofoot, Trayce Warner, Patrick Pelstring, 

Trish Blankenship Voth, other members of the public, and members of the press. 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Novak moved to approve the minutes of June 24th as written.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 Dallke moved to approve the minutes of June 28th as written.  Becker seconded and motion carried 3-0.

 A salary sheet was signed for new part-time Corrections Officer Travis Pohlman at $13.08/hour effective 5/29/2019.

 The Board reviewed the Universal Contract for local aid between Kansas Department of Health and Environment

(KDHE) and the Marion County Health Department, and Chr. Becker signed the documents.

 Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-09 establishing the service fees for the 2020 budget year (2019 tax year) for

solid waste facilities.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0.

 After discussion, Becker moved to grant permission for a five kilometer running race to be held on 290th (in

conjunction with a family reunion) on Saturday, July 6th, subject to the approval of the Co. Counselor.  Dallke

seconded and motion carried 3-0.

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel presented salary sheets for part-time summer help for the department: 

Layne Nienstedt at $10.00/hour effective 7/8/2019, Aidan Svoboda at $10.00/hour effective 7/1/2019, and Kyle Wanger at 

$10.00/hour effective 7/8/2019. 

 The Board agreed that Goebel may advertise a mechanic position which will be vacant in two weeks.

 The Board consented to Goebel having a booth at the County Fair to discuss road issues with patrons.

 Goebel indicated that a section of Kanza east of the reservoir needs emergency repairs, which will require the road

in that area to be closed for about a week.

 The Board directed Goebel to look at several road issues that were reported to them by constituents.

 Goebel asked the Board to consider the purchase of a different skid steer for the department.  No decision was made.

PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH – EXPEDITION WIND CUP PROCEDURAL DISCUSSION:  
Dir. Sharon Omstead, Attorney Pat Hughes, and Consultant Russ Ewy joined the session to update the Board on the current 

status and next steps for the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application for Expedition Wind.  Co. Counselor Brad Jantz also 

joined the session at this time.  The Board asked several clarifying questions in regard to procedure of addressing the CUP 

application and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Ewy reported that the protest petition which was filed on June 

24th does not contain signatures of enough landowners to be considered sufficient.  Therefore, the procedure for the County 

Commission to either approve, modify, deny, or send back to the Planning Commission is not altered.  

 Hughes indicated that Expedition Wind may request some slight modifications or seek clarification in regard to the

recommended conditions for approval voted on by the Planning Commission.

 The next step for the Board of County Commissioners is to approve, modify, deny, or send the application back to

the Planning Commission for further review of specific items.

 Hughes noted that the ancillary agreements (road maintenance, PILOT, etc.) are to be negotiated only if the CUP is

approved, and that the Board of Commissioners are to address the land use question as they review the application

and the recommendation of the Planning Commission (not any related tax issues).

 Existing agreements on the Doyle projects were discussed, and will be provided to Hughes and the Board for review

prior to the potential negotiation of any ancillary agreements for the current CUP application.

CO. COUNSELOR:  After discussion about the road race discussed earlier in the session, Jantz noted that the Board can 

grant permission, but there are certain safety concerns.  After additional discussion the Board agreed that a Special Events 

Permit application should be utilized.  Becker moved to waive the $50.00 special events permit fee.  Dallke seconded and 

motion carried 3-0. 

 Jantz agreed to provide a check list to the Board for the July 8th meeting to be utilized in the review of Expedition

Wind’s CUP application.

 The general consensus of the Board was to receive no additional public comment in regard to the application

UNLESS new information is submitted by the applicant for review.  If changes are requested by the applicant, the

Board generally agreed that public comment would be allowed on the proposed changes.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no public comments. 

 

Becker moved to adjourn.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________________ 

       Kent Becker, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk   
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