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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. 

Kent Becker and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Comm. Randy Dallke was absent.  Also present was Co. Clerk Tina 

Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were Co. Counselor Brad Jantz, Henry Ethem, Marcy Hostetler, Tom Britain, 

Yvonne Cushenbery, Jackie Hett, Brice Goebel, Mark Wheeler, Gordon Pendergraft, Bud Druse, Dave Crofoot, Charlie 

Loewen, Randy Eitzen, Blake Johnson, Joel Suderman, Lindsey Ransom, and members of the press. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Novak requested that the minutes of April 29th be tabled until Counselor Jantz is present for language 

clarification. 

 Novak moved to approve the minutes of April 30th as written.  Becker seconded and motion carried 2-0. 

 Novak moved to approve the minutes of May 6th as written.  Becker seconded and motion carried 2-0. 

 Early check #48214 to Epp’s Service in the amount of $19,342.03 for transport fuel was approved for processing – 

Road & Bridge Fund. 

 Becker moved to issue a proclamation declaring the week of May 19th – 25th, 2019 Emergency Medical Services 

Week in Marion County, Kansas.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0.  Becker invited the public to an open 

house at the Marion Station on Saturday, May 18th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Becker moved to approve payment estimate #4 to Nelson-Fowles, LLC for the transfer station project in the amount 

of $24,094.35. Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0.   

 A written request from the Harvey-Marion County Community Developmental Disability Organization (CDDO) 

Executive Dir. Elizabeth Schmidt was reviewed.  Jared Jost will complete his initial term as Marion County 

Resident representative on June 30, 2019.  Schmidt requested that the Commission re-appoint Jost for a successor 

term from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2022.  Becker moved to re-appoint Jared Jost to the Harvey-Marion County 

CDDO Board.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0. 

 

County Counselor Brad Jantz joined the session at 9:12 a.m.  The minutes of April 29th were discussed.  Novak expressed 

concern that the language of the minutes and the language of the Resolution passed on that date seem inconsistent.  Jantz 

noted that the Resolution is included in the minutes and the resolution itself governs.  Becker moved to approve the minutes 

of April 29th as written.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Spencer asked for clarification on what specific corrections Novak 

would like in regard to the minutes.  Spencer indicated that she would review the recording of the meeting to see if she could 

revise the minutes for better consistency.  

 

PARK & LAKE:  Supt. Isaac Hett reported that a Lake resident has requested permission to hire a contractor to remove a 

group of evergreen trees from an area that also contains other types of trees.  The consensus of the Board was to allow the 

evergreen trees to be removed, upon receipt of a liability waiver from the contractor.  Mark Wheeler mentioned a report that 

was presented from the Kansas Forestry Service in regard to what trees should be removed.   

 

Hett reported that the water line project at the trailer park is nearly complete.  The project has changed where the hookups are 

for the trailers, which will cause several trailer owners to run additional supply lines from the County’s new hookup to the 

back of their trailers.  Hett asked whether the County would be willing to assist with the expense of burying those lines.  The 

Board did not approve providing financial assistance to the trailer owners for burying the lines. 

 

COUNTY COUNSELOR:  Counselor Jantz indicated that when a deed was prepared recently to transfer County property 

near the old Florence depot to the historical society, it did not include all of the lots that were intended to be transferred.  

After discussion, Becker moved to authorize Jantz to prepare a quit claim deed for the additional lots near the depot.  Novak 

seconded and motion carried 2-0.   

 

Jantz initiated a discussion regarding the public comment portion of County Commission meetings.  Suggestions included 

having a specific time slot scheduled, possibly earlier in the meeting, and to have a sign-up sheet for those wishing to speak 

that included a brief description of their topic.  Novak indicated that she was not in favor of being too restrictive.  Jantz was 

directed to move forward with drafting a set of guidelines for Board review. 

 

Jantz requested an executive session to discuss current and potential litigation.  Becker moved to recess into executive 

session to discuss potential and current litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for attorney/client business with the Board 

and Jantz present (for 20 minutes from 9:45 a.m.) until 10:05 a.m. with open session to resume in Commission chambers 

following the closed session.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Dir. Randy Frank provided information about the flooding within the County and 

indicated that Chr. Becker issued a verbal disaster declaration on May 7th.  Becker moved to approve a proclamation 

declaring a state of local disaster emergency for Marion County, Kansas for a period of seven days (from May 13th – May 

20th).  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0. 

 

Frank requested that a Resolution be passed to grant the Emergency Management Director authority to utilize water from the 

Marion County Lake for fire suppression.  Frank indicated that a permit from the Kansas Water Office is also required.  

Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-07 giving legal access to, or control of, the point of diversion at the Marion County 

Lake, to the County Emergency Management Director for wildland fire suppression.  Novak seconded.  Motion carried 2-0. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Spencer provided suggested changes to the April 29th minutes for Board consideration.  No decision 

was made. 

 

Becker moved to recess into executive session to discuss the County Engineer position pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for 

personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board and Jantz present (for 10 minutes, from 10:30 a.m.) until 10:40 

a.m. with open session to resume in Commission chambers following the closed session.  Novak seconded and motion 

carried 2-0. 

 

Open session resumed with a motion by Becker to recess into executive session to discuss the County Engineer position 

pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, and Brice Goebel 

present for 10 minutes (from 10:41 a.m. until 10:51 a.m.) with open session to resume in Commission chambers following 

the closed session.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no public comments. 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Novak indicated that she still has several areas of concern in regard to Article 27 of the 

County Zoning Regulations.  Jantz said the Board of Commissioners can develop a list of areas of concern to present to the 

Planning Commission or hold a joint meeting with them.   

 

A special meeting was scheduled for Friday, May 17th at 1:00 p.m. to discuss the County Engineer position and to review 

Article 27 (and related matters). 

 

Becker moved to adjourn.  Novak seconded and motion carried 2-0.  Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 

 

 
 

        __________________________________________ 

          Kent Becker, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk   
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