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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. Jonah 

Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Also 

present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.   Present for portions of the meeting were Commissioner-Elect David Mueller, County 

Counselor Brad Jantz, County staff, members of the public and members of the press.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  David Mueller said he has received several phone calls from citizens who have asked for after-hours 

options for trash disposal at the Transfer Station.  Suggestions given were to resume use of the outside dumpster (possibly 

monitoring with video surveillance) and / or offer extended hours.  It was also noted that several neighbors may band together 

to bring a larger load to the transfer station because trash service in the northern part of the County has been discontinued by a 

major provider. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Budget reports were reviewed.  

• Change orders affecting 2020 and prior years were reviewed and signed by the Board. 

 

COVID UPDATE:  Health Officer Diedre Serene reported 55 active cases and six hospitalizations.  The State’s proposed 

timeline for vaccine release and administration was reviewed. 

 

GENERAL ELECTION TIE BREAKERS:  The Board convened as the Board of County Canvassers.  Tie breakers were 

held for several township positions.  Those selected were:   

 

Blaine Township Trustee:  Donald Mueller 

Blaine Township Treasurer:   Jesse Brunner 

Colfax Township Trustee:  Kathy Matkins 

Colfax Township Treasurer:  Kathy Matkins 

East Branch Township Treasurer: David Yoder 

Gale Township Trustee:  Gail Whiteman 

Moore Township Treasurer: Matthew Cantrell 

Risley Township Trustee:  Galen Penner 

Summit Township Trustee: Aaron Waddell 

Summit Township Treasurer: Arthur Wedel 

 

Dallke moved to adjourn the Canvass and resume the regular meeting.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Gehring moved to approve the minutes of December 7th.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0 with 

Novak abstaining due to absence.  (Abstention counted with majority prevailing.)  Becker moved to approve the minutes of 

December 9th as written.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Salary sheets were signed for Sequoia Shull from $1,877.00/mo. to $1,914.00/mo. – six-month raise effective 

12/15/2020 and Matthew Regier from $17.36/hour to $17.69/hour – one-year raise effective 12/16/2020. 

• Early checks #50553-50555 totaling $38,233.85 were presented for approval.  Gehring moved to approve the early 

checks in the amount of $38,233.85.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• SPARK reimbursement checks #50556-50562 totaling $60,647.43 were presented for approval.  Dallke moved to 

approve SPARK payments totaling $60,647.43.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Becker moved to approve the Notice of Award to NF Construction for the streambank stabilization project.  Crofoot 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel presented utility permits for approval.  Becker moved to approve Utility 

permit 2020-21 (for Evergy to complete a soil bore on the east side of Old Mill approximately 350’ south of 160th).  Dallke 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve permit 2020-22 (for Evergy to complete a soil bore on the west side of Limestone 

approximately 85’ north of 160th).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve permit 2020-23 (for Ideatek Telecom to bury fiber optic cable along Yarrow, 130th, 

Bluestem and west of A Road).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Current and upcoming projects were discussed.   

• The department budget was discussed. 
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WEED/HHW/TRANSFER STATION/RECYCLNG:  Dir. Josh Housman joined the session.  After discussion, the Board 

directed Housman to focus more on service and convenience for the public.  Housman will work to expand business hours to 

better serve the public.   

 

COMMISSION – PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Co. Counselor Brad Jantz joined the session.  Gehring moved to recess 

into executive session to discuss personnel/performance for five minutes pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters 

of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, Housman, and Spencer present (until 10:53 a.m.).  Dallke seconded and motion 

carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE (Correction to prior resolution amending Marion County Zoning Regulations): Resolution 2020-

30 was presented for review and approval.  Gehring moved to adopt Resolution 2020-30 as presented regarding amendment to 

Article 27 to encompass all changes since March 2018 to a current December 2020 version of Article 27.  Becker seconded 

and motion carried 5-0 with Novak abstaining because she was absent from the meeting where the previous version was 

approved (abstention counted with majority prevailing). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  David McGinness said that a group called Kingdom Light Ministries has been systematically praying 

for all Counties in the State, and presented information and mementos to the Board pertaining to the prayers offered specifically 

on behalf of Marion County. 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Dallke commented that the rock issue is a big issue and there is no way to sustain the current 

spending level, and the method for rocking the roads should also be reviewed.   

• Novak said she hopes the Board keeps up with the hard rock in the future.   

• Gehring commented that he appreciates Novak’s research on the hard rock. 

• Novak commented that she would support proposed legislation that would not allow individuals to register their motor 

vehicles if they have unpaid property taxes. 

 

PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board and Jantz present for 15 minutes (until 

11:28 a.m.).  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with a motion by Gehring to recess into 

executive session to discuss personnel/performance with the Board and Jantz present for five minutes pursuant to K.S.A. 75-

4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel (until 11:35 a.m.).  Open session resumed with no action. 

 

ATTORNEY/CLIENT BUSINESS:  Crofoot left the session, briefly.  Gehring moved to recess into executive session 

pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for attorney/client consultation for 45 minutes to discuss potential litigation with the Board 

and Jantz present (until 12:25 p.m.).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Open session resumed with no action.  Gehring 

moved to create a letter regarding contact with County employees to be sent to Mr. Britain.  Becker seconded and motion 

carried 4-1 with Novak opposed.   

• Dallke moved to send Mr. Meyer a reply to editorial commentary.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 

Gehring moved to recess into executive session to discuss contract negotiation for 10 minutes (until 12:41 p.m.) pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for attorney/client consultation with the Board and Jantz present, with Spencer invited to join later.  

Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.  (Spencer did not join the executive session.) Open session resumed with no action.   

 

Session recessed for 10 minutes.  The Board directed staff to submit the letter to HOCH Publishing as a letter to the Editor.   

 

Gehring moved to adjourn.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________      

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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