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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. Jonah 

Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, and Comm. Dave Crofoot present.  Comm. Dianne R. Novak was absent.  

Also present were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer and Co. Commissioner-Elect David Mueller.  Present for portions of the meeting 

(in person and via teleconference) were County staff, members of the public, and members of the press.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Doug Heerey thanked the Board for their service and commented that he and his wife are opposed 

to long term camping sites in front of Lakeshore Drive. 

• Randy Moon asked that the Board consider home owners on the north side before making any future plans that would 

interfere with the area.  Moon suggested alternative locations where long-term camping might potentially be allowed, 

and reminded the Board of the VFW camping sites in town. 

• Sheryl Conyers commented that she moved to the lake for the environment and recreational opportunities and is totally 

against permanent camping access near the residential areas. 

• Vicki Hoffer noted that long term camping sites in that area would potentially be disruptive to the wildlife and peace 

and quiet of the area, and could also present a safety issue. 

• Written comments in opposition to the idea of long-term camping were submitted by Ken and Bonnie Vinduska. 

• Lori Heerey asked whether any additional RV sites are actually needed at the Lake, and suggested updating the Lake 

Hall to bring more value to the Lake. 

• Comm. Dallke thanked everyone for their comments and acknowledged that he has learned any potential projects 

inside Lakeshore Drive need to be carefully planned. 

• Comm. Crofoot noted that there were two separate topics discussed at the Commission meeting last week, and the 

article in the newspaper seemed to report those two separate discussions as one item, which caused confusion. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Sales tax for the month of September was received in the amount of $59,337.08. 

• An email from Comm. Novak requested a change to the Commission Comments section of the November 30th minutes 

to clarify that her request for the voting equipment information was not on behalf of the Board, but herself alone.  The 

correction was made prior to the meeting.  Gehring moved to approve the minutes of November 30 th as corrected.  

Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve early checks totaling $95,950.25 (check #’s 50526-50546).  Dallke seconded and motion 

carried 4-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve SPARK payments totaling $258,374.76.  (check #’s 50547-50552).  Becker seconded and 

motion carried 4-0. 

• Becker moved to apply for funds from Kansas Department of Health & Environment (KDHE) for soil contamination 

(at the transfer station) and allow the Chairman to sign.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage License for Last Chance Bait.  Crofoot seconded and motion 

carried 4-0. 

• CDBG-CV:  Gehring moved to approve a CDBG-CV grant of up to $5,000.00 of round one funding and up to 

$5,000.00 of round two funding for CK Pharmacy.  (Previous approval was $3,089.63 for round one and $5,000.00 

for round two).  Becker seconded and motion carried 4-0 with Dallke abstaining due to conflict of interest (abstention 

counted with majority prevailing). 

o Gering moved to approve a CDBG-CV grant of up to $35,000.00 for the Peabody Food Bank.  Dallke 

seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

o Dallke moved for Gehring to sign the Determination of Level of Review forms presented for round two.  

Crofoot seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel presented transport fuel bids for review: 

 

    Tank #3  Tank #1  Unleaded 

    5,000 gals. 1,000 gals. 2,000 gals. Total   

 Epp’s Service, Elbing 1.8548  1.5990  1.5220  $13,917.00 

 Coop Grain, Hillsboro 1.9270  1.6710  1.5768  $14,459.60 

 

Gehring moved to approve the low bid from Epp’s Service per Goebel’s recommendation in the amount of $13,917.00.  Becker 

seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

• Goebel requested permission to purchase a 2012 Caterpillar 12M2 which just came off a township lease in another 

area for $146,000.00.  After discussion, Dallke moved to purchase the Caterpillar 12M2 in the amount of $146,000.00 

on a lease purchase.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 4-0. 
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ROAD & BRIDGE, CONTINUED:  Goebel reported that two bridge projects have been approved for federal funding through 

the Local Bridge Improvement Plan.  The locations are:  on Goldenrod between 160 th and 170th and near Falcon and 230th.  

After discussion, Gehring moved to proceed with Quality Based Selection (QBS) for engineering services for both projects.  

Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-0.   

• The bid opening for the Nighthawk project was scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on January 11 th with potential award on 

January 19th. 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT / COVID UPDATE:  Health Officer Diedre Serene reported 43 active cases and reminded the 

Board not to make assumptions regarding any reported COVID-19 related deaths.   

• Updated (shortened) quarantine recommendations were reviewed.  The Marion County Health Department will be 

opting in to the shortened quarantine measures recommended. 

• Serene reported that the department has received some quick tests from the State and they are currently developing 

criteria and process regarding the use of those tests. 

• The State of Kansas will receive the first round of vaccine (to be used for health care workers and long-term care 

facility residents, primarily) by the middle of December.  Serene has applied for vaccine for Marion County, but it is 

not expected until phase two. 

• Serene thanked the school nurse at Marion who has been assisting with PCR testing. 

 

FIRE CHIEFS – 2020 RESCUE EQUIPMENT FUNDING REQUEST:  Matt Voth presented proposed expenditures for 

2020 rescue related equipment / supplies.  Dallke noted that the use of the rescue funds has drifted away from its initial intent 

over the years.  Voth indicated that the fire chiefs would like to prepare a comprehensive plan for equipment purchases 

beginning in 2021.  Gehring moved to approve the 2020 funding request as presented.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

APPRAISER:  Co. Appraiser Carl Miller, Asst. Appraiser Nikki Reid, and Deputy Co. Appraiser Brian Frese joined the 

session.  The department’s plotter is not functional at this time.  The estimated cost for repairs was $850.00.  Miller 

recommended replacement, and provided quotes for review: 

  Office Products Incorporated, Great Bend, KS $3,495.00 

  Salina Blue, Salina, KS    $3,695.00 

After discussion, Crofoot moved to accept the bid from Salina Blue in the amount of $3,695.00.  Gehring seconded and motion 

carried 4-0.  (To be paid from Appraiser Capital Outlay line item.) 

• Updated agricultural use values have been received from the State and were provided for the Board to review. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Emergency Management Dir. Randy Frank was present via teleconference.  Dallke 

moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters 

of non-elected personnel with the Board and Frank for 15 minutes (until 11:13 a.m.).  Becker seconded.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Open session resumed with no action.  Dallke requested that an additional executive session be added to the end of the meeting 

on December 14th. 

 

PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH:  Dir. Sharon Omstead presented proposed text amendments to 

Article 27 of the Marion County Zoning Regulations.  The Planning Commission approved and recommended County 

Commission approval pending legal review.  During legal review a change was made.  Omstead recommended overriding the 

Planning Commission’s action and accepting Legal Counsel’s revisions.  After discussion, Gehring moved to override the 

Planning Commission and approve (based on revisions provided by legal counsel) moving text from 105-11 to 106-5.  Becker 

seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Becker moved to adopt resolution 2020-29 (approving text amendments to the Zoning 

Regulations of Marion County, Kansas).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Dallke left the meeting at 11:33 a.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Becker requested that Transfer Station Dir. Josh Housman be placed on the agenda next 

week to discuss potentially changing the hours of operation.   

 

Gehring moved to adjourn.  Becker seconded and motion carried 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 11:41 a.m. 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________      

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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