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Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. Randy 

Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Jonah Gehring, and Comm. David Mueller present.  Also present 

were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer, Co. Counselor Brad Jantz, County staff, members of the public, and members of the press. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  A public comment provided at the previous meeting by Brian Jones was resubmitted by mail and was 

included in the Commission packets.  No return address was provided.  Mueller moved that for any public comments to be 

included in the official record, the individual must disclose their name, address, and phone number.  Becker seconded and 

motion carried 5-0-.  The Board directed Co. Counselor to draft a written policy. 

• Information on upcoming and ongoing Road & Bridge projects was provided in the Board’s packet for review. 

• Gehring moved to approve the minutes of June 14th.  Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Becker moved to approve the minutes of June 15th.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Dallke moved to adopt Resolution 2021-13 establishing a service fee for 2021 for solid waste facilities, assessing the 

fee on real property, and establishing the manner of collection of the solid waste fee.  Becker seconded and motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH:  Planning/Zoning/Environmental Health Dir. Sharon Omstead was 

present for a project update on the Expedition Wind project.  Also present were Jesse Hopkins-Hoel with National Renewable 

Solutions (NRS) and the following staff from Orsted Onshore North America:  Jonathan Vasdekas, Project Development 

Manager, D.J. Worth – Project Development Manager, Claire Dittrich, Project Developer, and Jake Woolard, Project Manager.  

It was noted that the project has been acquired from NRS by Orsted.  Vasdekas gave a brief overview of Orsted.  Hopkins-Hoel 

thanked the Board for their support of the project.   

• Omstead outlined the next steps for potential solar regulations that are currently in discussion phase with the Planning 

Commission.  Before any regulations are adopted, a public hearing will be held, and notice of that meeting must be 

published.  Omstead noted that the Planning Commission has also began discussions regarding whether or not the 

County will regulate feeding operations.  Gehring suggested that consideration also be given to solar/geothermal 

energy.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE, CONTINUED:  The emergency culvert replacement project #C-5046-01 has been bid out by KDOT.  

The low bidder was Ebert Construction Co., Inc. & Subsidiary of Wamego, KS at a cost of $222,617.00.  The County’s portion 

is $60,000.00.  Gehring moved to accept the bid amount of $222,617.00 from Ebert Construction Co., Inc. & Subsidiary with 

the County’s portion not to exceed $60,000.00.  Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Mueller moved to pay the invoice for the project to KDOT in the amount of $60,000.00.  Gehring seconded and motion 

carried 5-0. 

• Gehring moved to approve Payment #1 in the amount of $37,584.00 to Nelson-Fowles (for the Hillsboro EMS Station 

building project).  Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• No bids were received for contract hauling of solid waste for the transfer station.   

• Dallke moved to approve payment of business and event listings in the Kansas Travel Guide (for communities that do 

not have their own economic development directors) from Transient Guest Tax funds if the County can receive an 

extension for updating the listings.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Mueller moved to accept an access easement for Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. (to have access to the Marion substation 

located next to the transfer station).   Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  An agreement was signed by Chr. 

Dallke (Tract Number MND12, Project Name MRFH-MARC 34kV, Project Number 20-215). 

• Flagpole bids for a 40’ flagpole, installation, and removal were reviewed: 

o Heartland Sign & Lighting, Lenexa Kansas $  9,466.90   (45’ pole adds $683.10) 

o Banner Marketing, Sutherlin Oregon $15,144.52 

After discussion, Mueller moved to approve the purchase and installation of a new 45’ flagpole from Heartland in the 

amount of $10,150.00 to include removal of the old pole.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 4-1 with Becker 

opposed. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Dir. Randy Frank presented bids for radios to be purchased from CESF grant funds: 

  TBS Electronics   $28,497.00 

  Mobile Radio Service, Inc. $29,374.80 

Mueller moved to purchase the radios from TBS in the amount of $28,497.00 utilizing CESF grant funds.  Gehring seconded 

and motion carried 5-0. 
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AMBULANCE:  Dir. Travis Parmley presented run statistics for the second quarter.   

• A comparison of Marion County rates with surrounding counties’ rates was reviewed.  After discussion, Gehring 

moved to accept Parmley’s recommendation and approve proposed rate increases of $50.00 on base charge BLS-

Emergent, $50.00 on base charge ALS-Emergent, $100.00 on base charge ALS II, and the loaded mile rate to $3.00 

per mile from $12.00 to $15.00.  Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Becker moved to charge off $15,288.44 (in uncollectable accounts).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Parmley reported that he plans to purchase three Zoll monitors before the end of 2021 at an approximate cost of 

$100,000.00.   

• Dallke moved to recess into executive session for contract negotiation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation 

with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, Parmley and 

Spencer present for 10 minutes until 1:57 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Open session resumed with a motion by Dallke to recess into executive session for contract negotiation pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege 

with the Board, Jantz, Parmley and Spencer present for 10 minutes until 2:10 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion 

carried 5-0. 

• Open session resumed with a motion by Dallke to recess into executive session for contract negotiation pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege 

with the Board, Jantz, Parmley and Spencer present for 10 minutes until 2:23 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion 

carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action.  Dallke indicated that Counselor Jantz would negotiate further on 

the Board’s behalf. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Lloyd Meier asked why the County still hasn’t received payment from the wind farm when Comm. 

Dallke stated six weeks ago that the check is in the mail.  Counselor Jantz indicated that the matter is still being finalized.  

Meier said that the Board members shouldn’t make statements if they can’t stand behind them.  Meier asked about the progress 

on the (heated) fishing dock and expressed great concern about the amount of money that has been spent to date and the lack 

of progress. Meier thanked the Board for recent roadwork that has been done in the County. 

• Byron Lange commented that he agreed with the action the Board took earlier in the meeting to request basic 

identifying information from individuals who wish to make a public comment.  Lange suggested that US citizenship 

and being alive be included as requirements. 

 

APPRAISER/HIRING DISCUSSION:  Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/hiring pursuant 

to K.S.A. 5-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, and Spencer present for 10 minutes 

(until 2:42 p.m.)  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance/hiring pursuant to K.S.A. 5-4319b 

(1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, Carl Miller, and Spencer present for 10 

minutes (until 2:55 p.m.)  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance/hiring pursuant to K.S.A. 5-4319b 

(1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, Nicole Reid and Spencer present for 10 

minutes (until 3:07 p.m.)  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 

FMLA REQUEST:  Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/FMLA leave request pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel for 10 minutes (until 3:21 p.m.).  Becker seconded and 

motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with a motion by Dallke to approve intermittent FMLA leave for a qualified 

employee and to deny a shared leave request for that same employee.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS: None.   

 

Dallke moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Randy Dallke, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________      

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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