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Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. Randy 
Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, Comm. David Mueller, Comm. Kent Becker, and Comm. Jonah Gehring present. Also present 
were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer and Co. Counselor Brad Jantz.  Present for portions of the meeting were County staff, members 
of the public and members of the press.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Chr. Dallke added an executive session for personnel performance to the agenda.  Dallke moved to 
adopt the agenda.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE:  Gehring moved to approve the minutes of September 7th, September 13th, and September 15th.  Becker 
seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Supplements affecting the 2020 valuation were reviewed by the Board.  Change orders affecting 2020 and prior years’ 
taxes were reviewed and signed by the Board. 

• Pay Application #2 to NF Construction for the EMS building project was presented for approval in the amount of 
$37,584.00.  Gehring moved to approve Pay Application #2.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• The Hillsboro Free Press asked whether the County would like to contribute a column once per month to the paper.  
After discussion, the consensus was to have Comm. Mueller draft a proposed first column for review and consideration 
of the Board. 

• Mueller moved to allow the Treasurer’s Office to close from noon to 5:00 p.m. on October 8th to allow staff to attend 
the retirement reception of Jeannine Bateman and also the morning of Tuesday, October 12th from 8:00 a.m. until after 
the swearing in ceremony (for Treasurer-Elect Susan Berg).  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Chr. Dallke 
noted that the closure will need to be published and posted ahead of time. 

• The Board directed Co. Counselor Brad Jantz to work with Spencer on the details of a lease-purchase for Marion 
County Fire District #3. 

 
8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT – MEDIATION:  Interim Chief Judge Ben Sexton and Court Administrator Nikki Davenport 
were present to discuss the district’s mediation process and to make the Board aware that invoices may be coming through for 
payments to mediators, including some retired judges. 
 
PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Dallke moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to 
K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, and Spencer present for 15 minutes 
(from 1:07 p.m. until 1:22 p.m.).  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT:  Admin. Diedre Serene reported that all grants for the department have been approved for a 30-
day extension on reporting until November 15th.  Serene turned in her Health Officer badge and County ID badge.  The Board 
thanked Serene for her years of service to the County, and Chr. Dallke presented her retirement pin.   

• Dallke moved to appoint Dr. Don Hodson as the Interim Health Officer for Marion County effective at 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 20, 2021.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Dallke moved to authorize Jessica Gilbert to perform administrative duties for the Marion County Health Department 
in accordance with established County policies and procedures while the Health Department Director position is 
vacant beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, September 20, 2021.  These duties include but are not limited to:  financial 
oversight, approval of invoices, staff schedule requests, and other administrative tasks deemed necessary.  All Health 
Department personnel will continue their respective duties and other tasks necessary to ensure continuity of service 
under the supervision of the Board of Commissioners / Board of Public Health.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 
5-0. 

• Dallke moved to appoint Dave Crofoot as the primary contact person and Randy Dallke as the secondary contact 
person on the Board of County Commissioners / Board of Public Health for Health Department staff during the period 
of time that the Health Department Director position is vacant.  This contact person will work to find answers to 
questions regarding policies and procedures of Marion County and/or outside agencies if requested by Health 
Department staff, and will be responsible for bringing any new / necessary information before the Board of Public 
Health as needed for progress reports or decision making for issues that arise outside the typical day to day operations.  
Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Gehring moved to authorize Dave Crofoot to research interim incentives with the existing personnel for purposes of 
compensation during the interim period.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.   
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PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH:  Dir. Sharon Omstead presented proposed text amendments to the 
zoning regulations which were recommended by the Planning Commission.  After discussion, Mueller moved to adopt 
Resolution 2021-21 approving text amendments regarding solar energy systems.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0 on 
a roll-call vote.   

• Mueller moved to adopt Resolution 2021-22 approving text amendments regarding confined animal feeding 
operations.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0 on a roll-call vote. 

 
AMBULANCE:  Dir. Travis Parmley presented quarterly statistics and accounts receivable reports.  Parmley requested 
approval of quarterly write-offs.  Becker moved to charge off $9,835.73 as of September 20, 2021.  Mueller seconded and 
motion carried 5-0.   

• Parmley updated the Board on the building project for the new station in Hillsboro.   
• Other topics discussed with no action were potential ambulance purchases and changing paid leave accrual for 

department employees working 24-hour shifts. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Dir. Randy Frank gave a presentation about the upcoming event in Pilsen honoring Father 
Emil Kapaun.  The command structure for the event was reviewed. 
 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel reported that the cost-share application is ready to submit.  Mueller and 
Becker provided letters of support from constituents and elected officials.   

• Ongoing and upcoming projects were discussed with no action. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.  
 
COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Gehring stated that he had received positive comments about Marion County EMS during 
the Hillsboro Arts & Craft event.   

• Dallke noted that the road maintenance (RMA) money has now been received from the Diamond Vista project, and 
the Commission has not specifically designated those funds or the PILOT payments.  Spencer noted that the RMA 
funds will likely be needed to help fund the Road & Bridge budget for 2022.   

 
Dallke moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
       Randy Dallke, Chairman 
ATTEST:  ___________________________________      
 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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