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Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. 
David Mueller, Comm. Jonah Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Randy Dallke present.  Also 
present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were County staff, members of the public, and 
members of the press. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  Craig Isom of Eaglemed commented that they are available as a resource for Marion County to 
supplement services being provided by EMS. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE:  Sales tax for the month of July, 2022 has been received in the amount of $119,320.96.   

• Gehring moved to approve the minutes of September 30th and October 3rd.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0 
with Becker abstaining since he was absent for one of the meetings (abstention counted with majority prevailing). 

• Gehring moved to approve payables in the amount of $97,693.72.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Mueller moved to adopt a proclamation naming October, 2022 as Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 

Month in Marion County, Kansas.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Gehring moved to seek lease purchase bids (for the Health Department’s new Ford Explorer).  Becker seconded and 

motion carried 5-0.  Becker noted that he would be in favor of a moratorium on vehicle purchases unless budgeted 
for cash payment. 

• Spencer reported that the alarm system used by Department on Aging staff at the Marion Senior Center building is 
malfunctioning.  Installing a new system like what the Courthouse has would cost over $15,000.00.  The Board 
agreed that Spencer should review other options. 

• A brief overview of the Marion County Leadership program and an invitation to the graduation on Thursday, 
October 13th was shared with the Board. 

 
COUNTY APPRAISER:  Co. Appraiser Nicole Reid presented bids for a vehicle to replace the department’s 2002 Chevy 
Blazer.  The purchase is budgeted for 2022 in the amount of $30,000.00.  Several new and used vehicles in stock in Hillsboro 
and McPherson were presented and reviewed.  After discussion, Dallke moved to purchase a new 2023 Chevy Trailblazer at a 
cost not to exceed $25,000.00.  Mueller seconded and motion carried 5-0.  

• Gehring moved to list the used vehicles (Health Department and Appraiser’s Office) with Purple Wave.  Mueller 
seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT:  Dir. Krista Schneider was present for department business.  Schneider noted that the 
Expanding Infrastructure grant must be used by July 2023 and could be used for remodeling costs if a location is found for 
the Health Department.   

• Ongoing and upcoming department activities were discussed with no action.  Crofoot, Dallke and Mueller signed up 
for time slots to serve as greeters at the upcoming Health Fair on November 5th. 

 
PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH:  Dir. Sharon Omstead presented Case No. PC 22-07 – request for 
a conditional use permit to establish an RV Campground on property zoned agricultural (at 674 Old Mill, Peabody) in the 
northwest quarter of section 3-22-3, which was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission.   The applicant was 
also present.  After discussion, Mueller moved to adopt Resolution 2022-27 Granting a Conditional Use Permit to Establish 
an RV Campground on Certain Property Located at 674 Old Mill, Peabody, Kansas.  Gehring seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.   

• Text amendments to the zoning regulations were presented for review and approval.  After discussion, Mueller 
moved to adopt Resolution 2022-28 Concerning the Adoption by Reference of the October 2022 Edition of the 
Zoning and Subdivision Regulations for all the Unincorporated Portion of Marion County, Kansas.  Gehring 
seconded and motion carried 4-1 with Dallke opposed. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) 
for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Omstead, and Spencer present for five minutes until 
1:34 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel presented road crossing permits for approval:  #22-6 – for Diepenbrock 
Farms to bore under Vista for irrigation pipe in the east half of the northeast quarter of 10-18-04, ¾ miles north of the Vista 
& 290th intersection; #22-7 – for EPC Services Company to install temporary construction entrances on north and south sides 
of Broadway and Highway 77 in Burns; #22-8 for EPC Services Company to install temporary construction entrances on east 
and west sides of Wagonwheel 1.3 miles southeast of Florence.  Mueller moved to approve road crossing permits #22-6, 22-
7, and 22-8.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
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ROAD & BRIDGE, CONTINUED:  Mueller moved to approve the final invoice to Vance Brothers for the micro surfacing 
project in the amount of $621,704.40.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• A salary sheet was signed for Douglas Ludwig, new Equipment Operator II at $2,662.00/mo. effective 9/28/2022. 
• Ongoing and upcoming department activities and projects were discussed with no action. 
• Goebel presented a draft letter to KDOT requesting that they include their rights of way that connect to County 

roads on future overlay/maintenance projects.  Mueller moved that the letter should come from the Board of County 
Commissioners, to be signed at the next meeting.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss property acquisition pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (6) for 
preliminary discussion of acquisition of real estate with the Board, Goebel, and Spencer present for 15 minutes until 
2:02 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 
FMLA REQUEST:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to review a request for family medical leave pursuant to 
K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of nonelected personnel with the Board and Spencer present for five minutes until 
2:10 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with a motion by Mueller to approve FMLA 
leave for a qualified employee.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
 
COMMISSION DISCUSSION – COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR:  Mueller noted that one year ago the Board directed 
Gehring and Mueller to gather information regarding the position of Marion County Administrator.  Mueller indicated that 
they would like to bring in consultant Don Osenbaugh during the month of November to discuss the position.  The Board had 
no objections. 
 
CO. COUNSELOR:  Co. Counselor joined the session via telephone and Interim EMS Director Chuck Kenney joined in 
person.  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for 
consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, Kenney, 
and Spencer present until 2:25 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
 
Comm. Dallke left the meeting temporarily. 
 
EMPLOYMENT INTERVIEWS – EMS DIRECTOR:  Dr. Don Hodson, Sheriff Jeff Soyez, and Interim EMS Dir. Chuck 
Kenney joined as members of the interview panel.  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to conduct an interview 
for the EMS Director position with the Board, members of the interview panel, and an applicant present for 45 minutes until 
3:20 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Comm. Dallke rejoined the meeting during the executive session.  
Open session resumed with no action. 

• Comm. Gehring left the meeting, briefly.  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to conduct an interview 
for the EMS Director position with the Board, members of the interview panel, and an applicant present for 45 
minutes from 3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.  Becker seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Comm. Gehring joined the executive 
session in progress.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss the candidates for the EMS Director position with the 
Board and the panel present for 15 minutes until 4:33 p.m.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session 
resumed with no action. 

 
COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Mueller discussed the annex building.  Gehring commented that the Board should put the 
brakes on plans for the Planning and Zoning department to move into the building.  No official action was taken. 
 
Mueller moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:36 p.m. 
 
 
  
 
 

___________________________________ 
        David Mueller, Chairman 
ATTEST: ___________________________________     
 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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