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Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. 
David Mueller, Comm. Jonah Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Randy Dallke present.  Also 
present were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer and Co. Counselor Brad Jantz.  Present for portions of the meeting were County staff, 
members of the public and members of the press. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  Hillsboro Mayor Lou Thurston encouraged the Board to take action to create the position of County 
Administrator. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE:  Gehring moved to approve the minutes of November 30th.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Salary sheets were signed:  Shelby Schroeder from $2,347.00/mo. to $2,442.00/mo. effective 11/21/2022 – 
additional duties / training for GIS position; Krista Schneider from $6,633.00/mo. to $6,807.00/mo. effective 
12/5/2022 – raise per employment agreement; Aaron Slater – rehired K-9 Officer/Deputy Sheriff at $19.31/hour 
effective 11/27/2022; Megan Chizek – change from part-time to full-time 911 Dispatcher at $15.98/hour (no pay 
change). 

• Proposed payday and holiday schedules were presented for review and approval.  Gehring Moved to approve the 
closing dates (holiday schedule) for 2023 without Juneteenth and with the Christmas holidays being Monday, 
December 25th and Tuesday, December 26th.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Becker moved to approve the 2023 payday schedule as outlined.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Dallke moved to adopt Disaster Proclamation Resolution 2022-33 (declaring a state of local disaster emergency for 

Marion County, Kansas for the December 1st wildland fire).  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Dallke moved to appoint Antoinette Root to the Prairie View Marion County Advisory Committee.  Crofoot 

seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Root will replace Evan Yoder for the term running from 1/1/2023 to 1/1/2026.   
• Dallke moved to send a thank you from the Board to Evan Yoder for his years of service on the committee.  Mueller 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Mueller moved to approve a budgeted fund transfer from Road & Bridge to Special Equipment in the amount of 

$116,666.66.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Mueller moved to approve a budgeted fund transfer from Noxious Weed to Noxious Weed Capital Outlay in the 

amount of $5,000.00.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Mueller moved to approve budgeted fund transfers from General (R&B Sales Tax) to Capital Improvement in the 

amount of $106,900.67 and from General (7 mill road maintenance & improvement) to Capital Improvement in the 
amount of $374,152.33.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

• Spencer reported that Marion County is eligible for $100,000 in Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Funds 
(LATCF) from the US Treasury.  An application has been submitted.  Gehring moved to accept the LATCF funds.  
Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 
COURT SERVICES OFFICE SPACE REQUEST:  Chief Court Service Officer Loyce Smith and Court Services Officer 
Courtney Parker joined the session.  Smith noted that a second full-time staff person has been added in Marion County, and 
both Court Services Officers are sharing one office.  Smith asked the Board to consider allowing Court Services to move into 
the space being vacated by the County Attorney’s Office.  An email from contracted security officers working at the 
courthouse noted that a space for them would also be appreciated.  No action was taken. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR:  A revised resolution to create the position of County Administrator was presented for 
review / approval.  Dallke noted that he has had several constituents contact him and request that the matter of an 
administrator be placed on the ballot for the people to decide.  Gehring said he had phone calls also, but he was able to 
explain his reasoning for supporting the position.  Becker asked individuals who contacted him to come to the Commission 
meeting to comment on the subject; however, none did.  Crofoot noted he had calls from only one opposed and several in 
favor of the position.  Mueller said he has always been in favor of professional public management.   

• Becker moved to table the adoption of the resolution until December 19th since no meeting was held on December 
5th.  Dallke seconded and motion failed 2-3 with Mueller, Gehring and Crofoot opposed.   

• Mueller moved to adopt Resolution 2022-34 establishing the office of County Administrator for Marion County, 
Kansas.  Gehring seconded.  Discussion ensued.  Jantz suggested two minor wording changes.  Mueller amended his 
motion to include the suggested revisions and Gehring seconded the amendment.  Mueller called for a roll call vote:  
Mueller, yay; Becker, yay; Crofoot, yay; Gehring, yay; Dallke, nay because the public is not informed.  Motion 
carried 4-1. 
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SECURITY CONTRACT:  Steve Davis with SD Security was present to renew the contract for courthouse security for one 
year.  There were no changes to the current agreement.  Mueller moved to approve the Security Agreement with SD Security.  
Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
 
AMBULANCE:  Dir. Curt Hasart and Administrative Specialist Jamie Shirley joined the session.  Hasart gave a brief 
department update and then requested an executive session to discuss contract negotiation.  Mueller moved to recess into 
executive session to discuss contract negotiation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney on 
matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, Hasart, Shirley, and Spencer present for 15 
minutes until 2:05 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action.  Spencer left the 
session and Deputy Clerk Ashley Herpich joined.   
 
QUAIL FOREVER HUNTING/TRAPPING REQUEST:  Kiley Oliphant and Zack Haskins of Quail Forever requested 
permission for the Quail Forever Board of Directors to legally hunt / trap coyotes and raccoons at the former landfill site and 
requested that the Board extend the previously approved youth hunts to allow the youth to hunt during the extended rifle 
season.   

• Becker moved to allow for the deer hunt on the extended rifle season after January 1st.  Gehring seconded and 
motion carried 5-0. 

• Gehring moved to grant permission for trapping pending staff review (of liability and other matters).  Dallke 
seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• It was noted that gates on the property need repair.  The Board said they would discuss the matter with Co. Engineer 
Brice Goebel. 

 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Transport fuel bids were reviewed: 
     Tank #3  Tank #1  Unleaded  
     5,000 gals. 2,000 gals. 2,000 gals.  Total   
  MFA Oil, Lincolnville 4.2883  4.0323  2.250   $34,006.10 
  Epp’s Service, Elbing 4.3540  4.100  2.164   $34,298.00 

Gehring moved to approve the bid from MFA Oil at $34,006.10.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

• Goebel asked if the Board was in favor of developing a policy like Chase County’s for staff completing Kansas 
LTAP Roads Scholar courses.  The Board favored moving forward with development of a Marion County policy for 
future review and consideration. 

• Plans for Kanza Road are complete, and the bid opening will be January 9th at 2:00 p.m. Goebel explained that the 
project will be in multiple phases. 

• Micro-surfacing for 2023 was discussed.  The Board agreed to move forward with seeking materials to micro-
surface 40 miles of roadway.   

• Equipment sold on Purple Wave brought in $149,600.00 for Road & Bridge equipment, $4,900.00 for the Health 
Department’s Tahoe, and $3,800 for the Appraiser’s Blazer.  Goebel is seeking bids on a new front-end loader / 
backhoe to purchase with the proceeds. 

• Other department projects and activities were discussed with no action. 
• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for 

consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, 
Goebel, and Herpich present for 10 minutes until 2:43 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open 
session resumed with no action.  Spencer rejoined the meeting. 

 
AMBULANCE:  Dir. Curt Hasart returned to the meeting.  Mueller moved to adopt Marion County Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) Transfer Protocols and Fees Policy.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Mueller agreed to accompany 
Hasart to present the policy to the local hospital boards.   
 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to K.S.A. 
75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, Goebel and Spencer present for 3 minutes 
until 2:53 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
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PROPERTY ACQUISITION:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss property acquisition pursuant to 
K.S.A. 75-4319b (6) for preliminary discussion of acquisition of real estate with the Board, Jantz, and Spencer present for 15 
minutes until 3:10 p.m.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
 
LONGEVITY POLICY:  A longevity plan for Marion County employees was presented for review and approval.  After 
discussion, Becker moved to approve the Longevity Plan effective November 1, 2023. Gehring seconded. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
CO. COUNSELOR:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss matters of litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-
4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, 
Jantz, Andrew Holder (via teleconference), and Spencer present for 20 minutes until 3:40 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion 
carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss matters of litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for 
consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, 
and Spencer present for five minutes until 3:50 p.m.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session 
resumed with no action. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss contract negotiation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for 
consultation with our attorney on matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, 
and Spencer present for 10 minutes until 4:00 p.m.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session 
resumed with no action.   

 
COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Dallke commented that he is willing to speak with the Co. Engineer about scheduling the 
demolition of the Peabody property in the County Landbank.   

• Gehring said the fire departments want to move ahead with purchasing some tools while a major discount 
opportunity is in place.  It was noted that they could do so from their budgets if funds are allocated, and then apply 
for County rescue funds to reimburse. 

• Becker encouraged the development of a policy noting reasons that a regularly scheduled Commission meeting 
should or would be cancelled.  In addition, Becker expressed concerns about payday meetings containing other 
business. 

 
Mueller moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:06 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
        David Mueller, Chairman 
ATTEST: ___________________________________     
 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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