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Commission met for a Park & Lake work session at 10:30 a.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County 
Courthouse with Chr. David Mueller, Comm. Jonah Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. 
Randy Dallke present.  Also present were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer and Park & Lake Supt. Isaac Hett.  Present via 
teleconference for portions of the work session were members of the public and members of the press.   
 
Revenue and expenses for the Park & Lake were reviewed.  Several other topics were discussed, including utility 
costs, trailer park lease agreements, storage, lake hall rental fees, camping rates, with no official action.   

• Hett was directed to present a revised price list for camping fees, storage, and possibly lake hall rental fees 
for Board review and approval at the March 13th meeting. 

Mueller moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Work session adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 
 
Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with 
Chr. David Mueller, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Jonah Gehring, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Randy Dallke 
present.  Also present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were Co. Counselor Brad 
Jantz, County staff, members of the public and members of the press.     
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  There were no public comments.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE:  Dallke noted that a newspaper article in the Marion County Record incorrectly stated that 
land banks within the County would not have to pay for disposal of construction and demolition waste at the Marion 
County Transfer Station.  That was incorrect.  The landbanks are allowed to apply for a reduced rate through the same 
process available to the public.   

• Becker moved to approve the minutes of February 28th.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
• Early checks totaling $141,001.12 were presented for approval.  Gehring moved to approve the early checks.  

Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0 (ck #’s 47530-47542). 
• Change orders affecting 2022 and prior years’ tax rolls were reviewed and signed by the Board. 
• A salary sheet was signed for Emma Simmons, new Administrative Specialist I in the Treasurer’s Office at 

$2,491.00 / mo. effective 2/21/2023. 
• Bids for a stand-alone generator for the annex building were reviewed. 

Funk Electric, Goessel  $13,953.52 
Elcon Services, Hillsboro  $10,079.34 

After discussion, Mueller moved to proceed with the purchase of a stand-alone generator.  Dallke seconded 
and motion carried 3-2 with Crofoot and Becker opposed. 

o Mueller moved to approve the bid from Elcon Services in the amount of $10,079.34.  Dallke 
seconded and motion failed 2-2 with Crofoot and Becker opposed and Gehring abstaining due to 
conflict of interest. 

o Dallke moved to approve the bid from Funk Electric in the amount of $13,953.52.  Motion died for 
lack of a second. 

o Mueller made another motion to approve the bid from Elcon Services in the amount of $10,079.34.  
Dallke seconded and motion carried 4-1 with Becker opposed and Gehring abstaining due to conflict 
of interest (abstention counted with majority prevailing). 

• Mueller moved to approve Resolution 2023-06 (designating the authorized signers for the County’s Kansas 
Municipal Investment Pool).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Encumbrances from the 2022 budget were reviewed.  Approved encumbrances totaled $495,442.53.  The 
total spent was $81,530.57.  Spencer requested that the remaining encumbrances in the amount of 
$413,911.96 be cancelled.  Gehring moved to cancel outstanding encumbrances totaling $413,911.96.  Dallke 
seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• Spencer reported that in addition to the official encumbrances, $169,389.59 in accounts payable was charged 
back to the 2022 budget.   

• Spencer presented a proposal from the Austin Peters Group to provide HR services related to the review of 
job descriptions and development of a career path for the Road & Bridge department in the amount of 
$1,450.00 and the development of an updated employee handbook in the amount of $4,000.00.  After 
discussion, Mueller moved to approve the proposal for the HR services as outlined for a total of $5,450.00.  
Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT:  Dir. Krista Schneider requested an executive session to discuss personnel/performance 
pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Schneider, and 
Spencer present for 10 minutes until 1:15 p.m.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with 
no action.   

• Schneider reported that three of the County’s grants have been extended for one year. 
• A new grant opportunity is available (CDDR grant) which would allow for a ¼ time staff person beginning 

July 1, 2023.  A current part-time employee could potentially become full-time to perform tasks associated 
with the new grant.   

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Dir. Marcy Hostetler presented a quarterly update of ongoing and upcoming 
department activities and events.   

• Hostetler reviewed the County’s framework for emergency response for hazardous material releases.  Co. 
Counselor Brad Jantz joined the meeting at 1:27 p.m. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to K.S.A. 75-
4319b (1) for matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Hostetler, Spencer, and Jantz present for five 
minutes until 1:50 p.m.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 
WHITEWATER WATERSHED REQUEST:  Stan Entz, contracting officer for Whitewater Watershed District 
reported that County road maintenance on 20th has caused the district’s dam to be under the top of required dam 
elevation, and requested that the road be built back up to the proper elevation.  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel was also 
present and indicated that he would re-direct department resources to correct the issue as soon as possible. 
 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel provided updates of department activities and requested input on 
the upcoming grant application for the cost-share program.  The consensus of the Board was to apply for funding for 
290th between Limestone to Remington.  Goebel said he would bring back some options for the Board to consider.   

• Bids for new overhead doors at several locations were presented for review / approval: 
Sturdi-Bilt  Overhead Door  Cheney Door  

 South Shop   $  3,570.00  $  5,690.00  $  5,299.25 
 Sign Shop, Marion $  3,740.00  $  5,764.00  $  4,717.54 
 Peabody Shop  $  5,540.00  $  5,764.00  $  9,000.52 
  Total  $12,850.00  $17,218.00  $19,017.31 

Mueller moved to approve the purchase from Sturdi-Bilt in the amount of $12,850.00.  Dallke seconded and 
motion carried 5-0. 

• Goebel asked whether the Board would prefer for him to take the classes to become certified for bridge 
inspection, or to continue to contract out the County’s bridge inspections.  The consensus of the Board was 
for Goebel to spend his time on other matters and to contract out the bridge inspections.   

• Goebel requested an executive session to discuss personnel/performance.  Mueller moved to recess into 
executive session to discuss personnel/performance pursuant to K.A.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters 
of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, Spencer, and Goebel present for 12 minutes until 2:30 p.m.  
Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• A salary sheet was signed for Fred Philpott – from $3,063.00/mo. to $3,179.00/mo. – change to Equipment 
Operator III effective 2/21/2023. 

 
CO. COUNSELOR:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss pending litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 
75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney in matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the 
Board, Jantz, Spencer, and Cory Buck of Case Linden (via teleconference) present for 30 minutes until 3:03 p.m.  
Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss contract negotiation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b 
(2) for consultation with our attorney in matters deemed privileged under attorney/client privilege with the 
Board, Jantz, and Spencer present for 30 minutes until 3:35 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  
Open session resumed with no action. 

• Gehring moved to authorize the Chairman to execute necessary documents relating to current litigation 
involving Marion  County.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.   
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PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance 
pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for matters of non-elected personnel with the Board, Jantz, and Spencer present for 
30 minutes until 4:06 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Jantz left partway through the executive session.  
Open session resumed with no action. 

• Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss department head evaluations pursuant to K.S.A. 
75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with only the Board present for 10 minutes until 
4:20 p.m.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 
Dallke moved to adjourn.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
        David Mueller, Chairman 
ATTEST: ___________________________________     
 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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