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Commission met in regular session at 12:30 p.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. David 
Mueller, Comm. Jonah Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Randy Dallke present. Also present 
was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer. Present for portions of the meeting were County staff, members of the public, and members of 
the press. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  There were no public comments. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE:  Gehring moved to approve the minutes of April 3rd. Dallke seconded, and motion carried 5-0.  

• Early checks in the amount of $3,486.39 were presented for approval, including $439.56 to Western Associates. 
Gehring moved to approve payables to Western Associates in the amount of $439.56. Dallke seconded and motion 
carried 5-0 with Crofoot abstaining due to conflict of interest (abstention counted with majority prevailing). Dallke 
moved to approve early checks totaling $3,486.39. Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0 (check #’s 50910-50915).  
 

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH PROCLAMATION:  Deanne Nelson with Safe Hope joined the session and 
presented statistics about sexual assault, including Marion County general statistics of those served through Safe Hope 
advocacy center. Nelson presented a proclamation for approval, declaring April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Marion 
County. Mueller moved to adopt the proclamation, declaring April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Marion County, 
Kansas. Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
 
ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel was present for department business. Goebel reported on ongoing and 
upcoming department projects and activities.  

• Mueller moved to approve Utility Permit #2023-16 for Zayo to place fiber optic lines (along 110th and Remington in 
section 13-21-3). Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

• KDOT has informally asked whether Marion County would take over maintenance on certain sections of state right-
of-way including K-15 leading into Goessel and K-68 leading into Lehigh. Gehring noted that there are drainage issues 
that need to be corrected and he would not be in favor of taking over maintenance unless that issue is addressed first. 
No action was taken. 

 
PLANNING/ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH:  Dir. Sharon Omstead presented case PC-230-2-application for a 
conditional use permit on behalf of McPherson Rural Water District #1 to operate a water treatment facility and associated 
infrastructure in part of the northwest quarter5 of section 17/17/01, Marion County, Kansas. Present on behalf of the applicant 
were Board Chairman Joe Ryan and engineers Jacob Allen and Doug Goetz with Wilson & Company. The Planning 
Commission recommended approval with conditions. After discussion, Mueller moved to adopt Resolution 2023-09, granting 
a conditional use permit to operate a water treatment facility and associated infrastructure on certain property located at 3452 
Alamo. Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  

• Omstead presented a request for a special event permit for the Florence Grand Prix race. Present on behalf of Flint 
Hills Bent Rims were Board Chairman Bruce Skiles and Board Member Tobe Moore. After discussion, Crofoot moved 
to allow the group to host the event on County property, to close 120th and Yarrow roads from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on 
May 28th in the immediate vicinity of the race, and to allow the group to borrow barricades from Marion County – 
contingent upon official approval of the event by the City of Florence. Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
Crofoot thanked the event planners, noting that it brings people to the County. 

 
PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Mueller moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/hiring pursuant to K.S.A. 
75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel with the Board and Spencer present for five minutes until 1:43 
p.m. Gehring seconded, and motion carried 5-0. Open session resumed with no action. 
 
Mueller moved to adjourn. Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
        David Mueller, Chairman 
ATTEST: ___________________________________     
 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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