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Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse with Chr. Jonah 

Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Also 

present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were County staff, members of the public, and 

members of the press.     

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Tom Britain commented that public participation in Commission meetings has been difficult.  He 

asked Comm. Dallke who he would have sent a letter of support to (for the wind farm project).  Britain said that not everyone 

up north is happy, and there are several that were on the lawsuit.  Britain commented that the Tallgrass Heartland moratorium 

has not been defined, and more investigation and review is needed. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Change orders affecting 2019 and previous years’ tax rolls were reviewed and signed by the Board.  

Supplements affecting 2020 value were reviewed. 

 Gehring moved to approve the minutes of August 31st.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to approve early check (#49651 to John Deere Financial for R&B supplies) in the amount of 

$147.99.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to approve a payroll correction dated September 1, 2020 in the amount of $64.28.  Becker seconded 

and motion carried 5-0.  

 Gehring moved to adopt Resolution 2020-24 (Amending the amortization schedule for the Marion County, Kansas, 

Series 2017A, General Obligation Bonds dated December 14, 2017, as authorized and defined in Marion County, 

Kansas Resolution No. 2017-22 dated November 13, 2017).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to adopt Resolution 2020-25 (appointing Nicole Reid as Interim Marion County Appraiser).  Novak 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 President Trump’s payroll tax deferral was discussed.  Crofoot moved for Marion County not to participate.  

Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 SPARK Approval Process:  Gehring moved for the Board to review and have final sign-off on SPARK funding.  

Gehring rescinded his motion.  Crofoot moved that the County Commission approve Marion County SPARK 

funding requests over $1,000.00 before submitting to the accounting firm.  Gehring seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Crofoot moved that the County Commission review and finalize all requests (for SPARK funding).  Gehring 

seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 A written report from Co. Engineer Brice Goebel was presented for Board review.  Becker noted that the department 

should seek repayment of damages caused by Union Pacific Railroad when they installed a bridge west of Durham.  

Gehring moved to approve utility permit 2020-15 (for Consolidated Communications to bore and replace cable 

along the south right-of-way of Bluestem 3.046 miles north of Hwy 50 in sections 26 & 27-20S-5E.)  Becker 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

WEED/HHW/TRANSFER STATION/RECYCLING:  Dir. Josh Housman presented chemical bids for 48 quarts of 

Milestone:  Nutrien:  $3,180.00 / Van Diest:  $3,180.00.  Since the bids were identical, the Board directed Housman to split 

the order between the two vendors.   

 The transfer station project was discussed.  Gehring moved to have the contractor move forward with a no-cost 

change order to substitute rock for soil and grass seed.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:  Dallke asked whether any special meetings/work sessions need to be scheduled before the 

end of the year.  Becker suggested revisiting the pay plan discussion.   

 Crofoot suggested that internet providers be scheduled to discuss connectivity within the County.   

 Becker requested that department heads make the Board aware of grant opportunities as they arise.   

 Dallke indicated that he would like more interaction from the department heads keeping the Board up to date on 

issues that arise.   

 Novak expressed concern about people being shut out of the meeting and not feeling welcome to attend in person.   

 

COMMISSION PERSONNEL DISCUSSION:  Gehring moved to recess into executive session to discuss 

personnel/performance pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel for 10 minutes with 

the Board and Spencer present (until 10:45 a.m.)  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with a 

motion by Dallke to set the pay for Interim County Appraiser Nikki Reid at $22.37/hour (step B of the pay plan) retroactive 

to her appointment date.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
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COMMISSION REVIEW EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS:  Gehring moved to recess into executive session to 

review applications for the Appraiser position pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected 

personnel for 30 minutes with the Board and Spencer present (until 11:20 a.m.).  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  

Open session resumed with no action. 

 

Gehring moved to adjourn.  Novak seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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(Resolution 2020-24 continued) 
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