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Commission met in special session in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse at 9:00 a.m. with Comm. 

Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present in person and Comm. 

Chairman Jonah Gehring present via teleconference.  Also present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the 

meeting were County staff, members of the public and members of the press.   

 

DISASTER DECLARATION RESOLUTION:  Gehring moved to adopt Disaster Resolution 2020-23 (extending the 

previous declaration for COVID-19 until rescinded).  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH – COVID-19:  The Board continued as the Board of Public Health.  Health Officer Diedre 

Serene answered several questions regarding the current situation.  Serene reported 42 total cases in Marion County with 11 

currently active.  Serene said there are cases in every Commission District, across the County.   

 

Becker noted that with our numbers going up, in order to get kids back in school and to keep businesses open it may be time 

to look at a mandate for wearing face masks in public.  Crofoot agreed, indicating that all comments he has received have 

been in favor of masks.  Novak disagreed, saying that people in her district are not in favor and personal responsibility should 

be the focus.  Dallke indicated that he would like more information before deciding.  Gehring said he struggles with the idea 

of a mandate.   

 

Concerns included lack of enforcement and the possibility of increased / overwhelming phone calls to Dispatch and the 

Health Department if a mandate is implemented. 

 

After further discussion, Serene was directed to provide a draft mandate for the Board to consider at the July 27th meeting.   

 

Dallke left the meeting at 9:26 a.m. 

 

Gehring moved to adjourn.  Becker seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:34 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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