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Commission met in regular session in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse at 9:00 a.m. with Chr. Jonah 

Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Also 

present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were County Counselor Brad Jantz, County staff, 

members of the public and members of the press.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Henry Ethem commented (regarding face masks) that government should not have the authority to 

mandate what people should wear, and that citizens need to take personal responsibility for their actions.   

 Mike Beneke questioned why the County is paying for a storage building for Emergency Management equipment, 

but leaving a truck and trailer worth over $50,000.00 sitting outside. 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE:  Health Officer Diedre Serene provided an update regarding COVID-19.  A graph showing the cases 

was reviewed.  Marion County has reported 24 positive cases.  Commissioners suggested adding active cases, deaths, and 

negative tests to the graph.  Also discussed were procedures if an outbreak happens within a facility, contact tracing, and the 

need for additional staffing. 

 Crofoot moved to approve to hire two part time people (part time RN’s) at $20.00/hour to $25.00/hour through 

12/31/2020.  Novak seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Supplements affecting the 2020 tax roll were reviewed. 

 Change orders affecting 2019 and prior years’ tax rolls were reviewed and signed by the Board. 

 Becker moved to approve the minutes of June 30th as written.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 Dallke moved to approve the minutes of July 2nd.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Becker moved to approve the minutes of July 6th.  Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Dallke moved to approve the minutes of July 8th.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Dallke moved to place the Legal Assistant position in pay band five.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

o The previously signed salary sheet for Kaitlyn Christensen from $10.35/hour to $2,486.00/mo. (part time to 

full time Legal Assistant) effective 6/21/2020 was approved for implementation.   

 Gehring moved to appoint Nathan Fish as Lehigh Township Treasurer.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 Gehring moved to adopt the Data Breach Incident Response Plan (with removal of footnotes).  Dallke seconded and 

motion carried 5-0.   

 Gehring moved to adopt Resolution 2020-22, (establishing a service fee for 2020 for solid waste facilities, assessing 

the fee on real property, and establishing the manner of collection of the solid waste fee).  Becker seconded and 

motion carried 5-0. 

 Dallke moved to approve Pay Estimate #5 for the transfer station project in the amount of $280,006.58 and to 

authorize the Chairman to sign.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to not require a request for proposals (for SPARK administrative services) through 12/31/2020.  

Novak seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehrig moved to authorize the SPARK task force to hire a part time administrative assistant at $12.00/hour.  Dallke 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to hire Scot Loyd for administrative services, but then withdrew his motion.  Crofoot moved to 

allow the SPARK task force to make a decision on hiring an accounting firm.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

AMBULANCE:  Dir. Travis Parmley provided information regarding ALS and BLS calls in the County.   

 Gehring moved to approve a budgeted purchase for two Lucas 3 version 3.1 mechanical chest compression devices 

in the amount of $29,505.88.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

 Parmley noted that potential needs supported by SPARK funding could be transport ventilators and I.V. pumps. 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel notified the Board that the County was approved for cost share funding 

through KDOT for Nighthawk and 330th.  Goebel indicated that the project will be bid and a notice of award could occur in 

late July or early August. 

 The overlay on 90th is complete, and Goebel asked whether the Board wishes to accept the final project or prefers for 

him to offer acceptance.  The consensus was for Goebel to offer acceptance of the completed project. 

 

Co. Counselor Brad Jantz joined the session. 
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PARK & LAKE:  Supt. Isaac Hett presented bids for roof repairs/replacement due to recent storm damage: 

  Sunflower State Exteriors:   $23,485.13 

  Flory Roofing & Construction, Inc.: $17,700.00 

  Eaton Roofing & Exteriors:  $36,150.00  

Gehring moved to accept the bid from Flory in the amount of $17,700.00.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

Hett requested additional guidance with the Lake Hall regarding COVID-19 recommendations.  The consensus of the Board 

was to have Co. Counselor Brad Jantz draft a waiver to be posted on the door indicating that social distancing is 

recommended, and that individuals entering the facility do so at their own risk.   

 An agreement between dock owners and the County was requested by Hett.  Jantz will work with Hett to develop 

the language. 

 The heated dock was discussed.  It may be necessary to seek liquidated damages if the project cannot be completed 

soon.  No decisions were made. 

 

COUNTY POOR FARM CEMETERY:  Nancy Marr requested that the County prepare a sign to post in the cemetery 

explaining the circumstances of one of the historic headstones.  No decision was made. 

 

EGP (DIAMOND VISTA) CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND LETTER OF CREDIT:  Planning/ 

Zoning/Environmental Health Dir. Sharon Omstead and Attorney Pat Hughes joined the session.  Gehring moved to recess 

into executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney – 

attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, Hughes, and Omstead present for 30 minutes until 12:00 p.m.  Dallke 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

Open session resumed with a motion by Gehring to recess into executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to 

K.S.A. 75-4319b (2) for consultation with our attorney – attorney/client privilege with the Board, Jantz, Hughes, and 

Omstead present for 20 minutes until 12:22 p.m.  Open session resumed with a motion by Gehring to direct staff to formulate 

a procedural outline of steps to review a CUP for possible suspension / revocation and in addition to assess / make a 

recommendation regarding drawing on security (letter of credit) as applies to the RMA, and to assess and make a 

recommendation regarding the filing of an action to enforce the road maintenance agreement.  Novak seconded and motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

Gehring moved to retain Pat Hughes to assist for the issues pertaining to Planning & Zoning and the development of the 

items included in the staff directive.  Novak seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  Dallke indicated that the Board would like better communication from all department 

heads, whether elected or appointed, when big events or issues occur within their department.  Jantz indicated that he would 

assist with the preparation of a memo. 

 Masks were discussed with no action / changes. 

 Novak commented that she does not support “surveillance” of citizens in regard to contact tracing. 

 Becker encouraged school administrators to get kids back in school. 

 

Session recessed until 1:00 p.m.   

 

CDBG-CV GRANT APPLICATION REVIEW/DISCUSSION:  Gloria McDowell of SCKEDD was present to discuss 

grant applications.  Clarification is needed on several applications.  McDowell indicated that newer guidance does not allow 

farmers to apply for CDBG funding, but rather they should apply through USDA.  McDowell noted that she will follow up 

with individual businesses for missing information and/or clarification as needed and that a list for potential awards 

(including amounts) will be presented next week for Board approval.  Any remaining funds could be offered in a second 

round of applications. 
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Gehring moved to adjourn.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 1:33 p.m.  

 

 

_________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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