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Commission met in regular session in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse at 9:00 a.m. with Chr. Jonah 

Gehring, Comm. Kent Becker, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Dianne R. Novak present.  Comm. Randy Dallke joined 

the session at 9:45 a.m.  Also present were Co. Clerk Tina Spencer, members of the public and members of the press.  Present 

for portions of the meeting was Co. Counselor Brad Jantz. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Robert Sawyer indicated that he sent a letter to the Commissioners offering to haul rock for 

$4.00/loaded mile. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Change orders affecting 2019 and prior years’ taxes were reviewed and signed by the Board.   

 Becker moved to approve the engagement letter for Swindoll, Janzen, Hawk and Loyd to prepare the budget for 

2021 for $22,050.00.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Chr. Gehring signed the document. 

 Gehring moved to remove the times on agenda items except for public hearings and others required by law.  Novak 

seconded and motion carried 4-0. 

 Gehring moved to recess into executive session to review employment applications pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) 

for personnel matters of non-elected personnel (for 15 minutes) until 9:30 a.m. with only the Board present.  Becker 

seconded and motion carried 4-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Dir. Randy Frank presented a lease for office space in the St. Luke clinic (where the 

Health Department is located).  Novak moved to accept the lease and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Crofoot seconded and 

motion carried 4-0.  Chr. Gehring signed the lease. 

 Other topics discussed were upcoming training opportunities and Continuation of Operations planning. 
 

TRANSFER STATION PROJECT:  Randy Purdue of Kaw Valley Engineering indicated that the contractor requested a 

March 2nd start date for the project.  Comm. Dallke joined the session.  Gehring moved to approve a March 2nd start date for 

the project.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to approve the Notice to Proceed for Nelson Fowles, LLC with a begin date of March 2nd for Phase 

II and Phase III of the transfer station project.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Gehring moved to adopt the Construction Agreement as it applies to the contract amount already ordered.  Becker 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
 

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel joined the session.  Culvert bids were presented for review: 

  J&J Drainage Products Co., Hutchinson $50,543.28   

Welborn Sales, Inc. Salina   $45,433.38 

Goebel recommended accepting the bid from Welborn Sales.  Gehring moved to accept Goebel’s recommendation and 

approve the bid from Welborn Sales.  Novak seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 Goebel requested an executive session to discuss personnel performance.  Gehring moved to recess into executive 

session to discuss personnel performance for 10 minutes until 10:12 a.m. with Goebel and the Board present 

pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  Dallke seconded and motion 

carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action. 

 Goebel provided a packet of information and written comments in response to the road proposal agenda item from 

January 27th.   
 

Public Comments – R&B:  Gayland Martens asked why the County has spent money on Chisholm Trail between 310th and 

320th.  He indicated that no one lives on that section of road, and drainage changes are causing damage to his land. 

 Linda Peters commented about the information provided by Goebel and questioned the relationship between 

Harshman Quarry and the County.   

 Dinah Vogel noted that her road has received harder rock and is a better road now.  She indicated that she assisted 

Novak with figuring out how to save money on rock. 

 Tom Britain told the Board to look at his truck to see all the mud and rock on it. 

 Randy Eitzen said the department should work better with landowners in regard to tree removal, maintenance, etc. 

 Robert Sawyer noted that in the past the County used to stockpile rock. 
 

Novak suggested that the Board adopt a policy that school bus routes should be high priority for gravel.   
 

Novak moved to recess into executive session to discuss personnel/performance with Goebel, the Commission, and Jantz 

present for five minutes pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (1) for personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  Gehring seconded 

and motion carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action.  Goebel left the session.   
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CO. TREASURER:  Co. Treasurer Jeannine Bateman provided a quarterly update to the Board.  
 

ROAD & BRIDGE, CONTINUED:  Goebel returned to the session.  Dallke moved to let Goebel bid hard rock to include 

trucking to be distributed around all parts of the County to see what the County can save.  Crofoot seconded and motion 

carried 5-0.   
 

CO. COUNSELOR:  Co. Counselor Brad Jantz requested an executive session to discuss pending litigation.  Gehring 

moved to recess into executive session to discuss pending litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4319b (6) for attorney/client 

business with Jantz and the Board present for 15 minutes (from 11:15 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.).  Becker seconded and motion 

carried 5-0.  Open session resumed with no action.   

 Planning/Zoning/Environmental Health Dir. Sharon Omstead joined the session.  Gehring moved to recess into 

executive session to discuss pending litigation pursuant to K.S.A. 75-439b (6) for attorney/client business with 

Jantz, Omstead and the Board present for 15 minutes.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Open session 

resumed with no action. 
 

TRANSFER STATION LEASE PURCHASE DOCUMENTS:  David Arteberry of Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., and Mitch 

Walter of Gilmore Bell joined the session to discuss the lease purchase process, federal tax requirements, and documents.  

Gehring moved to adopt Resolution 2020-06 authorizing Marion County, Kansas to enter into a lease purchase agreement to 

finance the acquisition, construction, furnishing and equipping of solid waste transfer station improvements; and to approve 

the execution of certain documents in connection therewith.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Chr. Gehring signed 

the pages necessary to execute the lease purchase documents. 
 

Dallke moved to approve the engagement of Gilmore Bell in the amount $16,500.00 and to authorize the Chairman to sign 

the engagement letter.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mike Beneke said that the new County Engineer is probably ready to resign. 
 

Gehring moved to adjourn.  Becker seconded and motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

       Jonah Gehring, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________     

 Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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(Resolution 2020-06 continued) 
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(Resolution 2020-06 continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


