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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MARION COUNTY, KS 

November 25, 2019 

Commission met in regular session in Commission chambers at the Marion County Courthouse at 9:00 a.m. with Chr. Kent 

Becker, Comm. Dianne R. Novak, Comm. Randy Dallke, Comm. Dave Crofoot, and Comm. Jonah Gehring present.  Also 

present was Co. Clerk Tina Spencer.  Present for portions of the meeting were Co. Counselor Brad Jantz, Deputy Co. Clerk 

Ashley Herpich, Election Clerk Marcy Hostetler, members of the public and members of the press. 

CANVASS OF 2019 GENERAL ELECTION, TIE BREAKER:  Commission recessed briefly, and the Board of 

Canvassers for the 2019 General Election was reconvened with Chr. Kent Becker, Comm. Randy Dallke and Canvassing 

Board Member Jo Ottensmeier present.  A tie-breaker between David Terrell and Kendall Unrau for the fifth position on the 

Lehigh City Council was conducted.  Unrau’s name was drawn as the official elected council person. 

Becker moved to adjourn the Canvass.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 3-0.  Canvass adjourned at 9:03 a.m. 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  Commission reconvened.  Becker moved to approve the minutes of November 15th as written.  

Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0. Novak moved to approve the minutes of November 18th as written. Gehring 

seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

 The Board agreed to reimburse Marion County EMS Medical Director Don Hodson $375.00 for an annual

subscription fee used for EMS related research. 

 Information regarding the electrical engineering on the transfer station project was reviewed.  An agenda time will

be scheduled with City personnel and the engineering firm(s) present. 

 County cash and budget balances were reviewed.

LEASE PURCHASE DISCUSSION – TRANSFER STATION PROJECT:  After a lengthy discussion, Becker moved to 

seek a 15 year lease purchase in the amount of $1,875,000 for the transfer station building project. Dallke seconded and 

motion carried 4-1.  Novak opposed.  Spencer indicated that a resolution would be presented for adoption later in the 

meeting. 

PARK & LAKE:  Supt. Isaac Hett reported that KCAMP will pay $177,020 to replace the heated dock.  After discussion, 

Hett was directed to ask all three contractors to re-bid from the project with demolition, electrical and heating as alternates.   

 Hett will seek bids for tree trimming/removal.

 Engineer Darin Neufeld of EBH Engineering presented the final retainage payment request to Ditch Diggers for the

utility upgrade project for approval. Becker moved to approve the final payment of $5,924.72.  Gehring seconded

and motion carried 5-0.

Co. Counselor Brad Jantz joined the session at 10:31 a.m. 

ROAD & BRIDGE:  Co. Engineer Brice Goebel presented information from Doyle Creek Watershed.  The district is 

interested in becoming a mitigation bank holder in order to receive federal credits to offset the cost of installing additional 

watershed dams.  The district is requesting that the County replace several culverts and agree to otherwise support their 

endeavor.  After discussion, the Board agreed that Goebel should draft a letter of support on behalf of the County for Board 

approval. 

 The Board agreed that Goebel should seek bids for replacing culverts on Nighthawk in preparation for a possible

rebuild / resurfacing project. 

Area fuel bids were reviewed: Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 

1,400 gals. 1,950 gals. 1,950 gals. 

Coop Grain, Hillsboro 2.4020 = $3,362.80 2.4100 = $4,699.50 2.4220 = $4,722.90 

MFA Oil, Tampa  2.5650 = $3,591.00 2.5650 = $5,001.75 2.5650 = $5,001.75 

Epp’s Service, Elbing 2.4900 = $3,486.00 2.5900 = $5,050.50 2.4800 = $4,836.00 

Dallke moved to accept the bid from Cooperative Grain for all three areas.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 

Transport fuel bids were reviewed: Tank #3 Tank #1 Unleaded 

4,500 gals. 1,500 gals. 2,000 gals. Total 

Epp’s Service, Elbing 2.5905 2.3480 1.9140 $19,007.25 

Coop Grain, Hillsboro 2.6200 2.3630 1.8960 $19,126.50 

Becker moved to accept the bid from Epp’s Service in the amount of $19,007.25.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 5-0. 
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ROAD & BRIDGE, CONTINUED:  Culvert bids were reviewed:  

Welborn Sales, Salina $15,880.80 

Welborn Sales, Salina (alternate) $14,947.20 

J&J Drainage Products, Hutchinson  $17,928.90 

Gehring moved to accept the bid from Welborn Sales in the amount of $14,947.20.  Dallke seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 Goebel asked for direction regarding repairs on a road leading south out of Florence.  It is unclear which agency is

responsible for the repairs.  After discussion, Goebel indicated he would contact the city to see if the road could be 

repaired cooperatively between the City and the County and he will continue to research the issue for future 

maintenance.  The Board stated no objections. 

 Gehring indicated that he is getting complaints about Burdick Road (330th).

RESTRICTED BURNING:  Restricted burning in the County was discussed.  Novak moved to implement a Countywide 

burn ban and review conditions weekly.  Dallke seconded and motion carried 5-0.  The burning conditions will be reviewed 

at each upcoming Commission meeting to determine the appropriate time to lift the ban. 

CO. TREASURER:  Co. Treasurer Jeannine Bateman presented a monthly report to the Board and provided a copy of the 

reconciliation of the 2018 tax roll. 

ACTION ITEMS RELATED TO EXPEDITION WIND PROJECT:  Co. Counselor Brad Jantz presented Resolution 19-

20 for consideration.  After discussion, Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-20 (Re-affirming) approving a conditional 

use for a Wind Energy Conversion System for a certain lands located within the unincorporated area of Marion County, 

Kansas, under the authority granted by the Marion County Zoning Regulations Articles 12, 19, 24 and 27.  Dallke seconded 

and motion carried with Becker, Crofoot and Dallke in favor, Gehring abstaining, and Novak opposed.   

A revised development agreement was reviewed.  Novak stated that not all requested changes were addressed in the 

document.  After discussion, Becker moved to adopt Resolution 2019-21 approving a comprehensive development agreement 

for a wind energy conversion system for certain lands located within the unincorporated area of Marion County, Kansas, 

under the authority granted by the Marion County Zoning Regulations articles 24 and 27.  Dallke seconded. Motion carried 

3-2 with Becker, Crofoot and Dallke in favor, and Gehring and Novak opposed.  The agreement was signed by Chr. Becker. 

Novak referenced a settlement offer from Expedition Wind to project non-participants and / or plaintiffs in a lawsuit 

opposing the project.  Novak questioned whether the language included was appropriate because it referenced Marion County 

and the Marion County Planning Commission.  She read a portion of the document and requested a legal opinion from Jantz.  

After discussion, Jantz indicated that the language is not illegal, but if the County has concerns, he could draft and send a 

letter to the recipients of the offers indicating that the County is not involved in the offer. The Board directed him to do so. 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION – PLANNING COMMISSION REORGANIZATION:  The reorganization of the 

Planning Commission following the change to a five-member Board of County Commissioners was discussed.  No decisions 

were made, but it was noted that action will need to be taken prior to the end of the year to allow for new member 

appointments. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: Dallke moved to approve Resolution 2019-22, declaring the intent of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Marion County Kansas to enter into a lease purchase agreement for the purpose of financing a portion of 

the costs for the acquisition, construction, improvement, remodeling and equipping of new and existing solid waste disposal 

facilities.  Crofoot seconded and motion carried 4-1.  Novak opposed.    

DEPARTMENT HEAD EVALUATIONS:  Dallke moved to finish the department head evaluations on payday, November 

27th. Gehring seconded and motion carried 5-0.   

Chr. Becker opened the floor to public comments.  There were none.  Becker moved to adjourn. Crofoot seconded and 

motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:49 p.m. 

__________________________________________ 

Kent Becker, Chairman 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________  

Tina D. Spencer, County Clerk 
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