June 22, 2016

Emma Tajchman
230 E Main Street
Marion, KS 66861

REFERENCE: Pike Substation Conditional Use Permit

Dear Ms. Tajchman:

Westar Energy has determined that a new substation is required to provide additional
power and more reliable electric service to Marion County and the surrounding area. The
proposed substation is located at the intersection of 120" St and Timber Rd near the
existing Florence Junction Substation.

The conditional use permit application, the development plan, an aerial photo and a
frequently asked questions document are included with this letter. We would like to be
added to the July Planning Commission agenda if possible. Please let me know how you
would like to proceed with the application fee or if you need any additional supporting
documents.

You may contact me with any questions you have about the application or proposed
facility. I can be contacted at katie.walbridge@westarenergy.com or (785) 575-8478.

Sincerely,

Westar Energy

Katie Walbridge
Engineer



APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

This is an application for a Conditional Use Permit. The form must be completed
and filed at the office of the Zoning Administrator in accordance with directions on the
accompanying instruction sheet.

AN INCOMPLETE APPLICATION CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

1. Name of applicant or applicants (owner (s) and/or their agent (s). All owners of all
property requested to be rezoned must be listed on this form.

A. Applicant/Owner Westar Energy, Inc.
Address 818 S Kansas Avenue, Topeka, KS 66612 Phone 785-575-8478

Agent .

Address Phone
B. Applicant/Owner

Address Phone

Agent

Address Phone
C. Applicant/Owner

Address Phone

Agent

Address Phone

2. The applicant hereby requests an exception as a conditional use permit for the
purpose of establishing a New electrical substation.

on property legally described as Lot(s) n/a Block(s) n/a of the
n/a Addition.

(Metes and bounds descriptions shall be provided in the space below or on an attached

sheet.)
See attached planning sheet.

3. Development plan included? No



4. The general location may be described as
Southeast corner of Timber Road and 120th Street, approximately 4 miles west

of Florence, KS.

5. Irequest this conditional used permit for the following reasons:
New substation proposed to bring greater reliability to Westar Energy customers
by allowing more flexibility for transmission line maintenance. Included in this
application is a document describing the reasoning in further detail and
answering frequently asked questions.

6. I (we), the applicant(s), acknowledge receipt of the instruction sheet explaining the
method of submitting this application. I (we) realize that this application cannot be
processed unless it is completely filled in; is accompanied by an ariel photo as required in
the instruction sheet; and is accompanied by the appropriate fee.

Signature of Record Land Owner: (Use separate sheet if necessary for names of
additio owne/v&?appl' ants.)

-, We

(Owner) (Owner)
(Owner) (Owner)
By By
Authorized Agent (if any) Authorized Agent (if any)
7. Office Use Only:
This application was received at the office of the Zoning Administrator at (_M)on

_- It has been checked and found to be completed and accompanied by required
documents and the appropriate fee of $200.00

Planning & Zoning Assistant Date

Planning & Zoning Director " Date

Case Number:

Date of Public Hearing:

Date of Approval/Disapproval by Planning Commission:

Date of Recommendation to the County Commission:

Date of County Action:




AUTHORIZATION OF PROPERTY OWNER

The undersigned, Blair R. Tharp and Nancy C. Tharp as Co-Trustees of the Blair R. Tharp
Revocable Living Trust dated March 17, 2008 and of the Blair R. Tharp and Nancy C. Tharp as
Co-Trustees Nancy C. Tharp Revocable Living Trust dated March 17, 2008, the trusts being the
owners of a certain tract of land described as follows:

Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NW731 NW/4) of Section 9,
Township 21 North, Range 4 East, of the 6" P.M., Marion County, Kansas

have entered into an Option to Purchase Real Estate for said property with WESTAR
ENERGY, INC., as Buyer.

In connection with said Option to Purchase Real Estate, the Owner hereby authorizes Westar

Energy, Inc., to act on his behalf in obtaining all permits and/or zoning changes necessary for
compliance with Buyer's intended use of the property.

Dated this _/ﬁ&'ay ofW , 20 /é .

%}4%/% ﬂ Dty (o Towter

“Tharp as CG-Trustee of the Nan&y C. Tharplas Co-Trustee of the

Blair R. Tharp Revocable Living Blair R. Tharp Revocable Living
Trust dated March 17, 2008 Trust dated March 17, 2008
- fi 1 Voo Loie 7
Blair R. Tharp as Co-{rustee of the Nancy€. Tharp as Co-Trustee of the
Nancy C. Tharp Revocable Living Nancy C. Tharp Revocable Living
Trust dated March 17, 2008 Trust dated March 17, 2008

STATE OF KANSAS)

) ss.

MARION COUNTY )

Acknowledged before me this the /215(/ day of M , 20 Lé by Blair R. Tharp
and Nancy C. Tharp as Co-Trustees of the Blair R. Tharp Revocable Living Trust dated March

17, 2008 and of the Blair R. Tharp and Nancy C. Tharp as Co-Trustees Nancy C. Tharp
Revocable Living Trust dated March 17, 2008.

Notary Public éﬁgg@g( 2 (2dt—

My Commission expires: 6-/ =20/ 7

014-OPT-1 Page 5 of 5 E INE PRIEST
Fl Junction Substati Notary Public,- State of Kansas
orence Junction Substation My Appt, Exgires é__ /_ 20/9,

WRES# 14-080
MN-MO001



Westar Energy’s

PIKE ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION
FAQ DOCUMENT
6/22/16

The construction of the Pike Substation is necessary to increase the reliability of the
electric transmission service in Marion County and the surrounding area. Here are the
answers to some questions you might have about this project.

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?

The facilities at the current Florence Junction Substation limit the ability to isolate the
transmission lines on either side of the substation which decreases reliability and makes
maintenance on the line difficult.

WHAT’'S THE SOLUTION?

Westar’s planning engineers have determined that a new substation is the key to
solving these issues. The new Pike Substation will contain equipment that function as
switches and breakers and this will allow Westar to perform maintenance on the line

and substation equipment without subjecting customers to unnecessary outages. It will
also increase the reliability of the customers in Marion County and the surrounding area.

WHY BUILD THE SUBSTATION IN THIS PARTICULAR LOCATION?
Several important factors led to the selection of the proposed substation site:

1. The site is centrally located to the existing 115kV transmission lines that will be
connected to the substation. The compatible use of adjacent properties is
considered good land use practice and minimizes the length of new transmission
lines that must be built. This site will also allow us to remove the existing
substation on the property once the new substation is energized.

2. Willingness of the owner fo sell. Westar Energy prefers to deal only with willing
sellers when purchasing substation sites.

3. Size of the tract. This proposed site is large enough to provide a buffer space
between the substation, existing homes and future development. The fenced
portion substation will occupy approximately 3.61 acres of the 40-acre site.

4. Future expansion. The proposed size of the substation will allow us to
accommodate future load growth for businesses and housing developments that
may want to come to the area.

WHAT'S THE SCHEDULE?

The improvements will be finished in 2019 and construction of the new substation is
scheduled to start as early as 2017. Upgrades to the transmission line will coincide with
the construction of the substation.



WHAT DOES THIS SUBSTATION DO?

The main purpose of this substation is to transform power from a higher voltage to a
lower voltage and control the power flow to other substations in the area. Bulk power is
transported most efficiently over long distances when it is at very high voltages, so
substations like Pike serve as the point at which bulk power for the area is transformed
to a lower voltage before being distributed to homes and businesses.

Inside the substation, the transformer changes the voltage from 115kV to 34.5kV. The
switches and breakers are used to turn power to individual circuits off and on just like in
a home but on a larger scale. The electronic devices are used for monitoring and
remote switching.

WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE?

The electrical equipment will be in a fenced yard with a crushed rock surface. The yard
will be 350’ x 450’ and the remainder of the property (approximately 36.39 acres) will be
for green space and agricultural use. Following the completion of the new substation,
the existing substation will be removed.

The fence will be 8’-0" high chain link plus 3 strands of barbed wire for a total height of
9’-0". The tallest equipment within the substation is approximately 45’ tall.

Yard lights will only be used during emergencies. However, if security becomes an
issue, motion sensing security lights may be installed to temporarily illuminate the
substation.

WHY DO YOU NEED SO MUCH LAND?

Westar Energy would like to provide plenty of buffer space around this substation to
preserve the rural character of the neighborhood. Upon completion of the new
substation, the existing substation will be transitioned to green space and agricultural
use and a majority of the remaining property outside of the substation fence will remain
agricultural ground.

WILL THE SUBSTATION IMPACT FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF NEARBY
PROPERTY?

Based on similar projects in several other counties, we have found that home builders
and developers who know about the plans for a future substation in advance are rarely
reluctant to build on the adjacent lots. The value of property adjacent to a substation
site has not been measurably different from similar property further away.



HOW WILL IT AFFECT PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES?

The substation will not generate waste, increased traffic, etc., and does not require
water or sewer, so no additional services will be necessary. Ample parking space for
maintenance vehicles is available inside the substation.

WILL THERE BE A LOT OF TRAFFIC?
Except during construction, the station will be unmanned. An employee will go in to
check on the equipment approximately once a month.

WHAT DO WE DO IF THERE IS AN EMERGENCY AT THE SUBSTATION?

Do the same thing you do for all other emergencies- call 911. Westar will give the fire
department our emergency contact information and a fire preplan so they will be able to
respond quickly and correctly.

HOW WILL THE SUBSTATION IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT?
A substation does not actually generate or produce a product, so it does not pollute air,
land or water. A substation does not produce dust, fumes, odors, smoke or vibration.

The humming sound many people associate with a substation comes from the
transformer. Today’s transformers are significantly quieter than old ones, and the
sound dissipates rapidly with distance. So with the large buffer areas provided by the
proposed site the sound level at the neighboring homes should be minimal.

We have contacted the Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, and the Kansas State Historical Society and asked them to assess the impact
of our project on fauna, flora and nearby historical sites.

Standard sediment and erosion control measures will be used during construction.
Crushed rock inside the substation and grass outside will provide permanent erosion
control.

Westar Energy is pleased that the location and design of the proposed substation will
ensure an adequate supply of electricity to our customers and yet minimize the impact
on the surrounding area.



FIRE PRE PLAN
FOR
Westar Energy’s

PIKE SUBSTATION

6/22/2016

24 HOUR EMERGENCY PHONE (785) 234-9829

Should a fire or explosion occur within the substation fence, to prevent unnecessary risk
to fire fighting personnel, it is preferred that the substation be de-energized prior to any
action taken towards the fire. Unless there is a threat to human life or possible damage
to personal property outside the fence, no action should be taken until requested by a
company representative. In case of a transformer oil fire, a class B foam suppression
agent as outlined in the “Extinguishing Media and Fire Fighting Procedures” section of
the MSDS sheet for electrical insulating oil can be used on the fire. Under no
circumstances should water or foam be used on any energized part of the substation.
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